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12th Avenue Bridge Closure

The 12th Avenue Bridge will close for construction starting Tuesday, 10/4. The
bridge will be closed to motorists, pedestrians, and cyclists; a detour will be
established for both motorists and trail users via the 16th Avenue Bridge. The
closure will accommodate several projects with coordinated construction
schedules: repair of the 12th Avenue Bridge, 12th Avenue East gate and
floodwall, roundabout at 12th Avenue SE and 2nd Street, railroad quiet zone work
east of the NewBo City Market, and flood-control-related reconstruction of the
Cedar River Trail between the CRANDIC railroad and 16th Avenue SE. The
bridge may briefly reopen in spring, prior to the closure of the 12th Avenue SE
and 2nd Street intersection for the roundabout project, scheduled for completion
in Fall 2023. Scheduling of this work follows extensive engagement of local
stakeholder groups.

 

 

Fall Leaf Vacuum Collection Begins Monday

The Solid Waste and Recycling division will begin operating leaf vacuum trucks
on 10/3, running through 12/9. Residents can expect leaf collection every other
week based on the quadrant where they live. Leaf collection in the southeast and
northeast quadrants will start on Mondays in alternating weeks. Leaf collection in
the southwest and northwest quadrants will start on Wednesdays in alternating
weeks. The number of leaf trucks deployed is ramped up as the volume of leaves
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increases during the program.

 

Leaf collection schedules were sent to Utilities customers along with their mailed
utility bills; the calendar was also printed in the August edition of the Our CR
magazine, mailed to every Cedar Rapids address. Residents can consult a calendar
online at CityofCR.com/Leaf to identify when their leaves will be collected. They
can also call the Solid Waste and Recycling Division at (319) 286-5897 to
determine their collection day. To ensure residents always know when leaves will
be collected, the City offers text and email alerts at CRNewsNow.com and in our
app, Mobile CR.

 

 

U.S. State Department Exchange Visit

On Monday, 9/26, City staff met with an international delegation from Honduras,
Chile, Paraguay, Nicaragua, and Venezuela — visiting Cedar Rapids as part of a
U.S. State Department exchange program. The Global Ties Iowa International
Visitor Leadership Program coordinated the exchange visit. The visitors included
emerging leaders from their respective countries. The leaders were interested in
the variety of Cedar Rapids City programs discussed, including our Municipal
Volunteer Program, Mayor's Youth Council, and how the City encourages civic
engagement.

 

 

Destination Iowa Application Status

The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) notified staff our application
to the Destination Iowa grant would be moved from the Outdoor Recreation Fund
category to the Economically Significant Development Fund. IEDA invited the
City to submit final project elements, cost breakdowns and funding commitments
under this new funding category. While many aspects of this funding category are
the same, it does decrease the overall funding percentage — from 40% to 25% —
of the total project cost. Last week, staff submitted the City’s final application for
just over $6.3 million for the LightLine Loop project in Czech Village and New
Bohemia. IEDA will finalize Grant Agreement documents prior to a public
announcement. We will notify City Council as soon as a grant announcement is
set.
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Community Development Block Grant — Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR)
Funding

Interested developers may now view the State’s application and guidelines for the
single-family and multi-family new-construction programs on IowaGrants.gov.
Applications for projects within Cedar Rapids city limits will come directly to the
City for review before submission to the State. IEDA will host a virtual
application workshop at 2 PM on Tuesday, 10/11. Applications are due by 12/2.
IEDA has already conducted several design consultations and staff have been in
contact with multiple interested developers. It is anticipated that the Rehab
program and new Tree-funding application — where the City would be the
applicant — would be available for submission in January. This information,
along with all of the presentations from IEDA, is available on the City’s website.

 

 

K9 Vest Donation

The Cedar Rapids Police Department’s K9 unit will be the recipient of vests
through a grant program by Vested Interest in K9s (VIK9s). Canine Officers Lara
and Ryder will be outfitted with the vests. Vests are custom-fit for canine officers
once they reach maturity and the grant application is approved by VIK9s. Each
vest weighs between 4–5 pounds and offers bullet and stab protection. We’re
grateful for donations like these which help maintain the safety of our entire team
as we serve the community.

 

 

National Fire Prevention Week

Cedar Rapids Firefighters will mark National Fire Prevention Week, October 9–
15, with a series of special events. This year’s theme is, “Fire won’t wait. Plan
your escape.” This year also marks the 100th year of Fire Prevention Week. An
emphasis on escape planning is especially important, as studies have found two
minutes may be all the time you have to safely escape a burning home. As part of
the week, the Fire Department will host an Open House for all ages at the Central
Fire Station from 6–8 PM on Thursday, 10/13. The event includes tours,
information from local organizations, activities for children, and food and drink
available for purchase from local food trucks. The week will also include Truck
and Turnout days at local preschools and daycares.
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